
 37. Some people think of the United States as a nation of “couch potatoes.” Write an essay 

persuading readers to be more physically active. 

  

38. You have been asked to write a brochure to attract visitors to your hometown. Write an 

essay that convinces people to visit the place where you live. 

 39. Many states have increased the speed limit from 55 miles per hour to 65 miles per hour 

or more on major turnpikes and thruways. Do you think it is wise to allow motorists to drive 

over 65 miles per hour? Why or why not? Explain your position using specific reasons and 

examples. 

  

40. Nowadays, the private life of a politician is hardly private. In your opinion, should we be 

so concerned with the private affairs of a politician or political candidate? State your 

position and support it with specific reasons and examples. 

 41. Today’s top professional athletes often have salaries and bonuses in the tens of 

millions of dollars. Do you think these athletes deserve such high compensation? Why or 

why not? Explain your position and use specific reasons and examples. 

  

42. Many parents do not allow their children to play with toy guns. In your opinion, is this a 

wise decision? Explain what you think parents should do about toy guns and why. 

 43. For centuries, people have wondered about the possibility of life on other planets in the 

universe. Do you believe extraterrestrial life exists? Write an essay persuading others to 

share your point of view. 

  

44. Many science fiction stories deal with the possibility of being able to “design” our 

children by choosing the specific physical and personality traits we would like them to have. 

Do you think this is a good idea? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to 

support your position.


